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P groal thang abou wodkang foe {nfted Magazine & ihat v et 1o
! moct the plavers, As 3 SUppoetes. pulting Questions to the poopic who

= voucheer on from the stands cvery woek i 3 great pavilege, one that
I fully awaze of and trv not 1o take for granted. Sometimes though, vou et davs
when vou'd rather st forpet about foothal] altogerher. Do something etse for the
day, something that docn’t imvulve talking, wriling or hearing about it

The Moncday after Unided have boen beaten in the Manchester Dorbw s one
such day. Carringron seems subdued. Kath Phipps on seception is her usual
fricndly sclf but othens 2round the Traffosd Training Centre scem depresed.
MUTY aze dhescrbing the “Munich™ abeeee they 1ok from City fans afier the game
Cehers are undertaking a pest-mortem of the team's dapliy, Cheorful s not 2
word vou'd use 1o describe the atmesphere, Amd 1 can undeestand sl 1 ledd
exactly the same way 2wl have done sinde Satundiy. The manner of the deleat @
Maine Rocdd wins painful. The Ballout of the soalt will be on evidence esewhere in
the magsne, sulfice 10 <ay the United team failed o do themseloes justice

The plaver I'm intenviewing todiy 5 Fuasd van Nosclooos: Fen fully aware that be

“We've missed Roy but the table of the Premiership doesn't lie. You can talk for
hours about it and the injuries we've had but it just has to happen on the pitch”

won't really be relishang the prespect of speaking 10 2 poumalst, Unsted lan o
arvone oise on a day ke this, and has body bimguaee savs s much & he wilks
over to where I'm dting. Neither of us are in 2 pamiculasiy good mood. He's
frcncly of course, I've nover knoam Ruud be amining bot, 15 just that our [umng
coatkd be better.

“The while game Satuzday was wery disappointing.” he savs, anssering my firg
question, which incvitzbiy is about the Derby, T was epecially disappotnted wath
my performance.” he continucs, *1 dida’t plav well on Sarseeday. 1 lost oo many
Pl amed that desdn’t beip e toam,”

Wt wes the atmanphere hie in the dressing room afteraande [ ak

“You cin erugne how i was | mean, sl pow. .. fobregs Bis shoulders| it was
verv had. . il and shabes bis bead]. But we have to move on. Evervhbody has
1o book in himeclf to soe what he can do better o7 not. Bversboadyy knows tn hieroself
what they dhidd well or badiy, 1 think if evenbody gocs and does thas then ot could
bee 2 big step foraand. I's impoaant tha we ask questions of oursehes and no
bame cach other,”

s the manager cotscul?™ | continge, alseady kowomang the anvwer,

“Ye. of course he was, and he was rght to be,”

* Bt can wo pecki ounacives up from this®

“Its hand after such 2 defean to-sav that thes season s poang (o be Gine, [0S st a
mutter of ganks now, every one we ply 18 so mportant because of the ones we've
fost already, The peesure is on so much and we have to takie cach game a2 4 ime
and aese whnd we can gt from them

“Weve misaed Rov but the Premicrship table docsn’t lee, [ think that's the
eeality af the way we've been plaving, it hasa't been good. S0 we have to be
pealmtee, You can talk o hoes about B oand the mjumses wese had bat o just has
to happen on the pitch.”

B wuds season has been 3 strange oae so e and an unfair amoen of
1";-!?;; eritcism wis aimed i his diregtion from the verv stan of the campagn.
I W% When he Maled to score from open pliv in his fisst soven Premiesship
mrtches b was zccwsod of being wreedy, not decisive enough in front of poal and
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Bckeng in confidence. Ipnoning the Fact he'd sooecd four goals from open péy in
Eusope. phus two penalties in the league, be was pnpoemnted as the main culpnt of
mitssed chanoes, getting headlines [goe Ruud van Mescirooy” and "Rudy Hell'

“Crithoesm & an opamon 2nd for me that & part of foothall,” savs Ruud shen |
remind him of some of the harsh headlings, “There were some papers saving that |
plaved well bat dida’y score and there were other papers saving [ wis pliving
poocty with no confidence. People, ovenvixady, has 3 different vason on foothall,
that's past of the game.

“But it's just an outside opinion, | know mase what 1 do, bow | train, how |
want to improve. 151 pliv had [ know: Nobody has 1o iell me, adl, of course, some
dbo, like the nunager and coaches, but | know mysell how v petiormed and how
things are going. That's me, I'm not goeng to change el for an znicle in the
paper. Pve gone from starting at 2 so00nd dnision club in Holland to Unined.
That's what [ el and this i what [ do, what Lam, [ just do what comes natunally.”

There seems o be conluston over just how well Ruud has petlosmed this
scot, On the radso the day befoee the Derby 1'd heand o station say thas Buwsd
wis "looking 1o get back on the poal teail” amd that he was "hoping W put his
disappointing scason behind him’. Yot 2 fow hours biter T heand ancther radio
station state that 3 kev to the geme woedd be ahother Ruud could “confinue hrs
exocliont seonng run’. Cleardy, Ruud o suffering from the £ that hs season was
temporzndy halied with 2 hamsinng injury s as wie wore boganing 1o soe lim
back at hes best, Injury came agains Baver Leveraxen on the sery (day he was
Being labelled 'Van Misscleooy'. Having scoecd two goals inoa beillant fisse half
display b failedd o appear for the second half suflenng from 2 tght hansenng

“| was happy with how [ plaved in Leverkusens it was 3 great hall, bt | was
unlucky that 1 got injused then because | was on 2 great run, Fd sooeed s out of
seven games. | fele that e form was petting better and better with cvery game,
then unforunately the hamstring injury came, 1 plived against Charlton and
Everton bunt | wasn't wotally fit. Then | had 1o sit out for thoee or [pur weeks but
nora I'm hack again. Now U'm staning to fight back from the injury.”

Sor chos R feel he's had 2 good seaton <o far? “Well, Tthank the stan wis OK
anl = far for me it hasn't cither been aovery anrastc or specal vear, but 'm quite
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he seoeen] e all competiteons kst season tncluding the Charity shield). A the

tirs of wrting he's on cousse oo faliil the manager’s prediction, siih nine gods

already ome bistter than be'd seored @1 the sane e st season. But does he
thirs b can meeet hes menager's e
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Last yeear | was happy with the amount of goals | sconed but | wasn't particulary
happy with the way | plaved with my back o the goal with dedonders ai mv back
Hopefulh
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(sl questaon. These games coulkd muake of DRGIK our season By thie fime

vk rid this we could b miore or less oue of the Champasonship mice or relvang of

an incredible rum of victonies fe give s any bope of being 'in e mix” in the il

sapres. However, with so much dioom and plioom ancund Carrington on i

srarning of the intenview, and the defeat at Maone Bosd never Sar away feom the

corversation, mavbe a bit of prsative thinking s o juarcid. b ilil W manag to

peck up points from forthcoming games then going o Chmsimas we | auld b in
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The Beds won all four of thewr marches over 10c festive. pemcdd st scason

scnfE 14 eodls inthe process, S of hose podls cime om KRk, a4 he ekl

o i run that sl see him e on §o bk

S B Bor someong geiting used to paying o

ub amd Premacrship scofine mooonds

10K [ Biesl i

Ir Holbaned wee anve 3 wirter breake [t's aot more deBeals 1o enpor Chnsimas b

this couniry secause: we 4 PayurE e but 11 s differeni. In Holland you

have 3 wanter heeak of abwouit pwie weeks. Here viou @re irsning amd prepanng o

the wimees, 80 viou doa't really oot the same feeling, 1S didlerent ol 1S o
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{#mily on Chrisienas Dy nkehn, That's the way iis. this & how Doselball & o

W mibrolucd

I !:-'__|: TLUTHERIS W MY Bl 3 WinicT il'l.i.h: 1UTE (R IMEDY

Engianil
b next vear o the one after, 10 would be good. Mavbe ot over Chaestnas hut

b i
[
{ [l

it e wesar o s after wonuld be a pood e | ihkink maydse 4 MW

wollkd be really pood for everybody, 2 néce chance 10 st deally, 1 think it would
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Ancd what a l|..||:| ¢ ghere is in the league ths segson. The Premiership has

annebdy never evn stoomeer. Every tesin secos 1o huve improvcd (a0 least against

i) anil the oserall standasd 15 on the fse, which will meke achieving suooes. in

thes Premecrshap harder than ever = pastscudarly gven our results this seasor

4 the inberdew Comees ooan end, | ask Bnsl for his honest sscssmenl of o

prospects for the pemainder of the season. Again he is realistic and only 100 aware

of the tesk ahwad of te ream bur tries to remain positive nonetheiess. “I's hand
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think if it's poing to happen 1 has oo be soon, We cont wast for it

we have to make 1 hanpen m



